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MNew |n|t|atwe encnurages firms tn hlre at least one ex-offender
SPORT By Satish Chene vannel MewsAsia | Posted: 20 Auqust 2009 2237 hrs THIS Is
TECHNOLOGY SINGAPORE: The aim of a new initiative, mooted by the 8 i =5 FOR YOU
Industrial and Services Co-operative Society and the - I
ENTERTAINMENT Singapore Business Federation, 15 to get companies to
hire at least one ex-offender to give him or her a chance
HEALTH at a new lease of life,
SPECIAL REFORTS Called "Corporate Doors", it was launched by Deputy
Prime Minister Wong Kan Seng on Thursday,
E
.ma Mr wong said the recidivism rate of prisoners is going
YOURNEWS down - in 1988, 44 per cent of ex-convicts landed in jail
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again, but by 2006, the figure was down to 25 per cent.

Besides a strong after-care networlk, the deputy prirne

rminister said the improverment can be attributed to Photos 1of1 [e]u] 2]

prison officers who act as rehab officers, as well as the
rnany vwolunteers who provide social and religious
counselling.

Since its official launch in 2004, the vellow Ribbon
Project has been successful in raising public awareness
about the difficulties and challenges of ex-offenders and
their families,

Mew initiative
encourages firms to

‘ m hire at least one ex-
offender
LanIEIEII -

The Singapore Corporation of Rehabilitative Enterprises
(SCORE)Y has rmore than 1,700 employers willing to
employ ex-offenders,

More than 50 cormpanies have already signed up for the
Corporate Doors initiative, meaning they would be
employing at least one ex-offender in their company,

w'ith the Singapore Business Federation having some 15,000 members, there could be even more
oppotrtunities for ex-offenders to land a job.

Cawn Kong, director, FB Franchise Qrganisation, said: "Those who have stuck with the programme
hawve successfully taken that second leap in life. They have integrated into society through worls,
ermnployment and business."

Winston Sim, CEQ, TCC Hospitality Resources, said: "Because we're in the hospitality industry, some
of our clients did have sorme concerns, But with proper training and guidance, we've proved that some
of therm are, in fact, doing better than our regular staff."

At the event on Thursday, some S$300,000 was also raised to fund the Gift of Hope package, which

provides prisoners with a S$50 voucher to aid their return to society. The money will also be used to
re-skill ex-offenders,
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Drive to hire ex-inmates —

By Teh Joo Lin

More choices for Muslims =:22 pm

2 local firms get award 11:17 pm

print New awards at ceremony 11:13 pu
larger $2m theft lands cop in jail 5:45 Fm
AN INITIATIYE was launched on Thursday night to get firms here to )
hire at least one ex-convict to help re-integrate former offenders into cmaller Condo has overhead bridge 11:01 pm
SBCIE kY Facebook users targetted 11:02 pm
The drive, called Corporate Doors, was announced by Deputy Prime discuss Life term for killer maid 7:01 pM
Minister and Home Affairs Minister \Wong Kan Seng at the 20th
anniversary of the Industrial and Services Cooperative Society SingTel ad on porn site =:2z Pm
(ISCOS).

Serial factory burglar nabbed s:z24 pm

Lnder this scheme, ISCOS has teamed up with the Singapore Business

: : ; Drive to hire ex-inmates =: 15 pm
Federation, which represents more than 15,000 companies here,

_ _ Books Actually inspires 4:50 rm
So far, more than 50 companies have signed up.

Strictly no eating, drinking 4:4¢ pm
Said Mr \Wong: 'l urge more corporate arganisations to support this )
initiative as providing stable employment will help ex-offenders 5,000 IR jobs up for grabs 4:.02 pM

re-integrate into the community and be self-sufficient, Layoffs under 30,000 3:54 pM
He added that hiring former inmates within a supportive community Liver cancer warning z: 15 pm
has helped cut the recidivism rate of prisoners over the years,

'‘Cassanova'detained «:52 pm
About 44 per cent of the prisoners released in 1998 went back to jail ) )
within two years of their release. For those released in 2006, the Orchids coin set on sale 1:42 pm

relapsesrate:was:ahaut2Siparcant: Palliative care to get a boost 1:12 FPm

Mr Wong attributed this 'positive outcome' to a focus on rehabilitation MediShield covers 87% women 1:15 P
behind prison walls, the help of volunteers and a strong aftercare

network that provides job referrals, among others, More working from home 1:00 pr
Aftercare organisations such as ISCOS, which was set up in 19389 to 2 new training campuses 1:00 pm

help re-integrate former inmates into society, It has helped more than

! Seletar siteup for sale 12:07 pMm
9,000 former inmates so far, P

: : . CCTYV leads to arrest 11:54 am
At Thursday's dinner event, companies that have been providing job

apportunities to former inmates were honoured. They include The Review of real estate agents c:50 pm

Underwater World, TCC Hospitality Group and SBS Transit,
Couple chased out by son 10:25 am

Bomb scare on SIA flight 12:31 pm

More flights from Changi .00 am
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